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The Town of Washington Grove                            Historic Preservation Commission 
PO Box 216, Washington Grove, MD 20880-0216          Tel: (301) 926-2256    Fax: (301) 926-0111 
 
 
MINUTES of January 20 Meeting of the Commission  
(via Zoom)  
  Adopted: February 17, 2026 
Meeting began: 7:35 p.m. 
 
Official Business 
Members Present: Bob Booher (Chair), Mimi Styles, David Stopak, Kirk Greenway 
(Alternate), and Wendy Harris 
Members Absent: Bill Earl  
Also Present: Barbara Raimondo (Town Council Liaison) and Georgette Cole (Planning 
Commission) 
 
Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as amended to include discussion of the 
proposed State Senate bill affecting local zoning controls. 
 
Adoption of Minutes: December 16, 2025, minutes were approved as amended. 
 
Review Session 
No review items were presented. 
 
Old Business 
Preservation Exception (Preservation Waiver) – Next steps with Planning Commission 
The Commission discussed continued development of a preservation waiver/exception process 
to provide flexibility where current dimensional standards conflict with historic conditions. 
Members noted that, beyond ordinance language, internal procedures and evaluation criteria for 
each Commission will need to be clarified (HPC use of Design Guidelines; Planning Commission 
use of the Comprehensive Plan and established precedent). 

A public joint working meeting with Planning Commission members will be scheduled in 
February after Bill’s return; location is to be determined due to McCathran Hall closure during 
sprinkler work. 

Actions: 
• Georgette will circulate proposed dates by email to the core working group so that a 

public joint meeting can be announced in the Bulletin. 
• David will prepare additional written materials/questions in advance to support an 

efficient discussion. 

Commemorative Signage – Status update 
Wendy, Mimi, and Bob reported progress on draft language for commemorative signs (including 
the Auditorium and Tabernacle). The “tent” sign remains unresolved pending a reliable 
interpretive approach and/or appropriate source image. 
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The team planned to meet with Phil Winter the following day to review photographs from his 
collection and discuss longer-term stewardship options. 

Archives and Collections – Staffing and next steps 
The Chair reported contact from Margaret Church regarding her daughter, a museum-studies 
professional who may be available for part-time archival work. The Commission discussed 
confirming availability/interest, compensation, and coordination with Archivist Pat Patula’s 
remaining work and budget. 
 
Next steps discussed included completing the Camp Meeting Association records and 
transferring them to the State Archives, then addressing post‑1937 municipal records. Additional 
potential resources (UMD student help; County contacts) were noted.   
 
Actions: 

• Bob will contact Margaret Church’s daughter to discuss interest/availability and will 
review remaining budget capacity. 

• Bob will coordinate with Pat Patula to confirm status of current work and priorities for 
transfer/completion. 

• The Commission will draft a general job description for archival assistance to support 
recruitment/contracting. 

 
New Business 
Proposed State Senate bill affecting local zoning controls 
The Commission discussed a proposed State Senate bill that would limit local jurisdictions’ 
ability to adopt or enforce certain zoning provisions for single‑family housing (including 
minimum lot size, setbacks, lot coverage, and architectural/aesthetic standards). The bill also 
includes provisions related to townhouses and certain subdivisions. 
 
Members discussed that Washington Grove’s National Register listing may not qualify for the 
bill’s historic-district exemption (which appears to reference state-recognized local historic 
districts) and that the bill could adversely affect the Town’s historic integrity if local dimensional 
and design controls were preempted. 
 
Next steps included coordinating with the Planning Commission to draft written comments and 
submitting feedback early in the legislative session to District 39 legislators and other relevant 
offices; members also noted the Town’s existing efforts to address housing needs (e.g., accessory 
dwelling units and potential apartments in the commercial zone) as relevant context. 
 
Actions: 

• Bob will draft a written response/comment letter and coordinate with Planning 
Commission members for input and/or parallel submission. 

• The Commission will seek additional context/assessment from local contacts (including 
Maryland State Senator Nancy King) regarding the bill’s status and potential amendments. 

 
Coordination 
Bulletin – Mimi submitted the next installment of the Auditorium series for rerun. 
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Planning Commission – no PC meeting report was given. 
 
Town Council – Barbara reported that the Town Council approved a contract for sprinkler 
system repair and established a new playground committee. Barbara also provided an update on 
the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEIB) work group (Eva Petrone, Paula Puglisi, 
Patty Kline, and Barbara), including plans to increase volunteer participation and to review 
implementation items in the Comprehensive Plan; the group is scheduled to meet with 
Leadership on February 10. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned following completion of the agenda at 8:23 pm. 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
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