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The Town of Washington Grove                            Historic Preservation Commission 
PO Box 216, Washington Grove, MD 20880-0216          Tel: (301) 926-2256    Fax: (301) 926-0111 
 
 
Minutes of February 17 MEETING of the Commission  
(via Zoom)  

  Adopted March 17, 2026 
The meeting began at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Official Business 
Members Present: Bob Booher (Chair), Mimi Styles, David Stopak, Bill Earl, and Kirk 
Greenway (Alternate) 
Members Absent: Wendy Harris 
Also Present: Barbara Raimondo (Town Council Liaison) 
 
Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as amended; commemorative signage 
discussion was deferred due to Wendy Harris’s absence. 
 
Adoption of Minutes: January 20, 2026, minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
Review Session 
203 2nd Ave purchase – request to purchase Town land under existing porch 
The HPC reviewed a request to purchase the portion of Town land beneath the existing front 
porch at 203 2nd Ave, pursuant to the Town ordinance addressing buildings/structures that 
encroach on Town-owned land. Members reviewed the ordinance requirements and discussed 
deed covenants intended to limit future changes to the portion of the structure on the conveyed 
land. 
 
The Planning Commission (PC) determined that the proposed conveyance would not create an 
additional buildable lot and that the parcel has no foreseeable public use. The HPC discussed the 
documentation to be included with the conveyance (Exhibit C) to describe the porch as it exists 
today, including its general form and materials, to inform any future Town review if 
modifications are proposed. 
 
Actions: 

• HPC will forward a recommendation to the Town Council in favor of the proposed sale. 
• Bob and David will draft the Exhibit C description of the porch (dimensions/materials and 

relevant features) for attachment to the deed materials. 

Old Business 
Commemorative signage – status update 
Discussion of commemorative signage was deferred due to Wendy Harris’s absence. Members 
noted ongoing work to identify appropriate historic images for proposed signs (including 
continued review of photographs and materials from Phil Winter’s collection). 
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House signage 
Members reported interest from residents and the PC in a program for optional house signage 
and agreed to continue developing an approach for discussion at a future meeting. 
 
Preservation Exception (Preservation Waiver) – follow-up discussion 
The HPC reviewed outcomes from the recent working meeting with PC representatives 
regarding a proposed preservation waiver/exception process intended to provide limited 
flexibility where zoning dimensional standards conflict with historic conditions. Discussion 
focused on scope (including setbacks and lot coverage) and on the need to update and expand 
the Design Guidelines to support consistent evaluations across Town neighborhoods and zoning 
districts. 
 
Members agreed that draft ordinance language will be developed by the PC for future review, 
and that HPC work on Design Guidelines should proceed in parallel. 
 
Actions: 

• The PC will draft proposed ordinance language for the preservation waiver/exception 
process for review. 

• A publicly noticed working session was scheduled for March 10, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. at Bob 
Booher’s home to continue work on Design Guideline updates. 

Starter and Silver Homes Act of 2026 
Bob presented written comments regarding the proposed Starter and Silver Homes Act of 2026 
that were submitted as testimony. Comments addressed potential impacts on municipal zoning 
authority and on local historic/architectural controls. 
 
Archives and Collections – staffing and next steps 
Bob reported a recent site review with Town staff regarding the current physical status of 
archive materials during Town Hall sprinkler repair work. He also reported difficulty reaching 
Pat Patula, the current archival contractor, and noted that the Town Council has requested an 
archive update/next steps report at its March meeting. 
 
Members discussed priorities for archival work (including transmission of municipal records to 
the State Archives), the need to clarify scope in any contractor agreement/statement of work, 
and longer-term stewardship considerations for additional historic collections that may be 
offered to the Town (including Phil Winter’s materials). 
 
Actions: 

• Bob will follow up with archival contacts regarding options for assistance and contract 
support. 

• HPC will prepare a brief archives status update for the Town Council’s March meeting, as 
requested. 

• HPC will draft/refresh a statement of work to clarify scope and priorities for archival 
contract support. 
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New Business 
Budget 
Members reviewed the prior-year budget framework and discussed carrying forward the same 
general structure. The archives remains the largest budget item (previously budgeted at 
approximately $18,000, with approximately $9,000 spent last year). Other line items discussed 
included a commission secretary for meeting minutes, Past Perfect software, archival 
supplies/storage, training, Design Guidelines materials, and special projects (including the 
Woodward Park fireplace). 
 
Members discussed whether the archives line item should be adjusted to support improved 
progress, potentially including a two-person approach. 
 
Actions: 

• Bob will review and update the archives budget figure (including staffing approach 
considerations) for the Town budget process. 

Coordination 
Bulletin – Mimi has submitted the final installment of the Auditorium series for publication. 
 
Planning Commission – Bill Earl reported on recent PC activity including a fence permit, 
discussion of proposed State zoning legislation, and discussion of the preservation waiver 
concept. 
 
Town Council – Barbara reported that the Town Council did not take major actions at its most 
recent meeting; updates included a state bond initiative request for playground funding and 
expectations for completion of sprinkler work in March. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned following completion of the agenda at 9:45 PM. 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
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