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This meeting took place via ZOOM videoconference. Georgette Cole called the meeting to order at
7:31 p.m. In attendance were Commissioners Georgette Cole (Chair), Bill Earl (alternate), Sylvie
Favret, Robert Johnson, and Peter Nagrod (TC Liaison). Also in attendance were town residents
Eva Polston and Paula Puglisi.

Approval of Agenda: Peter Nagrod moved to approve the agenda. Robert Johnson seconded the
motion. Approved 5-0.

Applications to purchase town land at 203 Second Avenue: Eva submitted an application to
purchase the townland under her porch at 203 Second Avenue. This is allowed under Ordinance
2018-02: Ordinance to Authorize Sale of Land Occupied by Main Buildings Initially Constructed In
Part on Land Owned by the Town Of Washington Grove. The Planning Commission reviewed the
Plat submitted and the letter of application. We determined:
1. the sale ofland does not create another buildable lot,
2. theland in question does not serve a present or foreseeable public use, and
3. the documents submitted contain the dimension and current non-compliance of the
structure which could be needed for a future building permit in conjunction with the
Historic Preservation Commission evaluation.
Georgette Cole moved to approve the application and Peter Nagrod seconded. Approved 5-0.
The Chair will send a memo with this decision to the Town Council.

Building Permit Applications:

e 123 Washington Grove Lane: fence permit. Robert Johnson moved approval, Bill Earl
seconded. Approved 5-0.

e 238 Ridge Road: fence permit. Robert Johnson moved approval, Peter Nagrod seconded.
Approved 5-0.

e 330 Ridge Road (preliminary subdivision plan): there were no updates from the builder.

e 330 Ridge Road (forest conservation plan): No official update. He is still being held up by
the Fire Marshall’s requirements.

Public Ways & Property Permits:
e None

Public Appearances: There were none.

Approval of the Minutes: Georgette Cole moved to approve the January 7 minutes of the Planning
Commission. Sylvie Favret seconded the motion. Approved 5-0 as presented.



Planning Commission Minutes
February 4, 2026
Page 2

Discuss Response to current Zoning proposal from Governor Moore: The Planning
Commission reviewed the current proposal which would severely limit local control (County or
Municipal) over residential building permits. Georgette reported that the Maryland Municipal
League has an unfavorable position on the legislation but suggested amendments that might make
it acceptable. She mentioned upcoming hearings in February and mentioned drafting a letter to
representatives for public testimony later in February. Robert suggested designating a historic
district, even though the July 1st deadline was missed, to potentially exempt the area from the bill
if it gets postponed.

Historic Preservation Commission Waiver: David Stopak presented the idea of using a
preservation waiver as a method to allow planning flexibility at the December Planning
Commission meeting. The Commission decided to defer further discussion until the work session
on February 12.

Report from Town Council: Peter Nagrod reported following:

e The stormwater work is progressing, with significant completion expected by October.

e Kathy Lehman provided an update on the fire suppression system installation, noting that
most ceiling boards had been removed but progress was delayed due to a required WSSC
flow test being impossible in the current frozen conditions.

e Peter reported on the playground committee's interest in funding a basketball court
project, which needs approximately $30,000.

Gateway Committee Update: Peter Nagrod reported:
e Two sign kiosks were nearly complete. They will be installed at Grove Road and McCauley
Street once we're sure they won'’t affect vehicle /pedestrian visibility.

Other Business: Bill Earl shared updates from the HPC meeting, including ongoing discussions
about commemorative signage and archives collections.

Peter noted that Christine's resignation as webmaster has led to discussions about hiring a full-
time professional and investing in new technology.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:29 pm.
/[s/

G. Cole for Kathryn L. Lehman,
Town Clerk




